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Case Study: 
 

 

 

Results and Benefits An automotive component manufacturer who makes steel 
clutch plates for transmissions was having sticky residue and 
rusting issues on their parts and odor in the bath. 

The customer was using Perkins products in both stages of a 
two-stage washer. The product was only lasting three weeks 
before it needed to be dumped. 

Poor quality city water was in use throughout the plant. 

Perkins tried to add their cleaner to Ford’s approval list.  Ford 
rejected the request and asked the customer to use 
something already approved. 

 

 

The Houghton Approach 
Houghton suggested using Cerfa-Kleen® 5380 in the first 
stage of the washer and Rust Veto® 2212 in the second stage.  
Both products are approved by Ford, and FCA.  Rust Veto® 
2212 is also approved by GM. 

Houghton worked with the customer to implement an RO 
water system to improve water quality. 

Cerfa-Kleen® 5380 and Rust Veto® 2212: 
Cleaning and Rust Protection approved by 
Ford, GM and FCA  

Cerfa-Kleen® 5380 took care of the sticky residue on the 
parts yielding a clean surface for optimum Rust Protection 
performance. Rust Veto® 2212 then protected the parts, 
eliminating any rusting issues. 

The odor issues disappeared.  

The bath life of both was doubled to six weeks, decreasing 
maintenance and waste treatment costs as well as the 
amount of product they need to use. 

Using approved products ensures worry-free compliance with 
multiple OEM. 

Cleaner water, clean, protected parts and a smooth 
running system with approved products make for a 
very happy customer. 

 

 

Corroded Clutch Plates 

Clean and Protected Clutch Plates 
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Fluid Partnerships Making A World Of Difference 

Established Client Relationships 

Houghton International has long-standing 
partnerships with over  

20,000 Leading Global 
Customers 

serving their metalworking fluids needs across a 
wide range of applications and diversified end-

markets including automotive, aerospace, 
fabricated metal goods, bearings, energy,  

non-ferrous and steel. 

Case study after case study demonstrates why 
Houghton International is leading the global 
Metalworking Fluids market today. More than 20,000 
customers worldwide across a diversified range of 
manufacturing processes have improved operations 
due to the mission-critical product portfolio of 
Houghton.  

Building A Team For Customer Success 

An approach that combines chemistry and technology 
with business expertise uniquely positions Houghton to 
support customer growth and changing market 
requirements. With around 2,000 employees in 80 
countries, and 12 manufacturing facilities in 10 
countries, we are well prepared to capture regional and 
local business opportunities and support growing 
expansion of global customers.  

Through innovation, expertise and efficiency, our 
engineers and business specialists are able to build a 
team with the customer that ensures product 
optimization, employee health and safety, procurement 
and logistics management, and reduction of 
environmental impact. By providing both the solution 
to customers’ fluid challenges and the foundation for 
continued improvement, Houghton offers a proven 
method of sustainable profitability. 

  

For immediate consideration and evaluation of 

your fluids needs, and to request additional 

support material, please contact your Houghton 

International sales representative at 

www.houghtonintl.com 

Houghton International Product Portfolio 


